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You both speak the language 
of the country you’re living 
in to your child. You can still 
support them to become 
bilingual by exposing them to 
languages as early as possible.  
Read about your benefi ts on 
our learn more page.

Or it could be that you’re not 
yet speaking your language 
to your child and have the 
potential to turn your house-
hold into a Bilingual Minority, 
Bilingual Majority, or Trilin-
gual household.

There is one dominant lan-
guage. It is spoken outside 
and inside the home. The 
major challenge here is to 
make the need for the minor-
ity language felt to your child 
but also partner and in-laws 
involved, because on the 
surface there is clearly no ad-
vantage to speaking it other 
than pleasing you.

You both speak the same 
language. There is a clear 
distinction between outside 
world and inside home. In 
a way this is the ideal situa-
tion for balancing languages. 
Your challenge is se� ing clear 
boundaries and not become 
complacent because of the 
head start a common home 
language may provide. Or 
your challenge is to become 
part of your community and 
not shut yourselves out.

There are two minority 
languages. It is either easier 
or even more challenging. 
It is easier when you speak 
each others’ languages. It 
becomes more diffi  cult when 
you speak the community 
language as a couple. 
 When you speak each 
other’s languages, there is 
clearly a need for both to ex-
ist and you can fi nd a won-
derful balance in all three 
languages. When you speak 
the community language as 
a couple, you’ll face the same 
challenge bilingual minority 
parents have - with two lan-
guages sharing the already 
small space of one minority 
language.

Is it the language of the country you are 
living in?

You are a
Monolingual 
Household

You are a 
Bilingual Majority
Household

You are a 
Bilingual Minority

Household

You are a 
Trilingual

Household

Does one of you speak the language of the 
country you'e living in?

yes

yes yes

no

no no


